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Source: Invest India, Kerala Tourism, Kerala Maritime Board, Kerala State Planning Board, NITI Aayog, India Skills Report 2024

K e r a l a  O v e r v i e w

KERALA

Ease of Doing Business

Business Reforms Action Plan 

(BRAP)

#1

Best Performing State in Tourism

Department of Tourism
#1

Highest Literacy Rate

Literacy Rate of 96.2%
#1

Highest HDI

7.5 points
#1

Highest SDG Score of 79

NITI Aayog SDG Index
#1

Kannur

Calicut

Kochi

Thiruvananthapuram

State Boundary

National Highway

International Airport

Seaport

*HDI: Human Development Index, **SDG: Sustainable Development Goals

Preferred State to Work

India Skills Report 2025
#3

Digital State in Education

Draft Kerala IT Policy
#1Employable Talent

India Skills Report 2025
#1

1st in Asia & 4th globally 
in 'Affordable TalentɅ

Global Startup Ecosystem 
Report 2022

#1

#1
Fully Digital Banking State

Announced by Chief Minister

Kerala is currently formulating  dedicated policies on AI and Global Capability Centres (GCCs), underscoring its commitment  to fostering innovation  and digital  transformation .

Kerala  is emerging  as a strong  investment  destination  backed  by  progressive  policies,  good  governance,  and  a skilled  talent  pool . The state  
consistently  ranks  at the  top  across key indicators  such as literacy,  human  development,  digital  education,  and employability Ɂmaking  it  one of  the  
most  attractive  markets  for  future -ready  investments .

Three Digital India Awards :
 (Silver ɀ Ksheerashree Portal, Gold ɀ District 
Administration of Kottayam, Platinum ɀ 
Digital Workforce Management System)
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K e r a l a  E c o n o m i c  D r i v e r s  &  F o c u s  S e c t o r s

Source: Invest Kerala

Service  Sector

Backbone  of  KeralaɅs economy,  
contributing  nearly  65% to  the  
state's  GDP.

Tourism

Healthcare IT

Banking & Finance

Rubber

Tea
Coffee

Spices

Agriculture  & Allied  Activities

Kerala remains  a major  
producer  of  cash  crops  with  a 
focus  on high -tech farming  and 
value-added  plantation  
products .

Manufacturing  & Industry

Accounts  for  26.82% of  the  
Gross State Value Added .

Biotechnology

EV

High Value 
Rubber Products

Nanotechnology

Pharmaceuticals

Emerging  Sectors

The key sectors  aim to  drive  
future  growth , attract  high -
tech  industries , and create  
new jobs .

AI & Robotics

Aerospace

Defence

Kerala is one of  ϥndiaɅs leading  producers  of  pepper  and  rubber,  underscoring  its strength  in agriculture . Thiruvananthapuram  and Kochi have evolved  
into  prominent  IT hubs,  complementing  major  technology  centers  like Bengaluru,  Chennai, and Hyderabad  in South  India . With  a 580 km coastline  and 
an extensive  network  of  inland  water  bodies,  the  state  offers  immense  potential  for  marine  and inland  fisheries,  cementing  its position  as a leader  in fish  
cultivation .

Shipping and 
Logistics
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Thiruvananthapuram: History & Heritage
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Source: Census, TP Dept Kerala

H i s t o r y  o f  T V M

Thiruvananthapuram  has evolved  from  being  the  capital  of  the  princely  state  of  Travancore  in the  18th  century  to  becoming  a dynamic  political,  
cultural,  and IT hub  of  Kerala, attracting  attention  from  across the  country  and around  the  world .

1750s 1800s 1850s 1900s 1950s 2000s 2010 2015 2020

1729: Rise of city began with 
accession of Marthanda  Varma

1745: Thiruvananthapuram was 
made the capital of Travancore

1829: Maharaja  Swathi Thirunal 
ushered in an epoch of cultural  
progress and economic prosperity.

1836: An observatory and a charity 
hospital were established

1834: Opening of first 
English school

1866: University College established

1936: Promulgation  
of Temple Entry 
Proclamation

1937: Establishment of the University 
of Travancore, which later became 

the Kerala University

1963: The first  Indian space rocket was 
developed and launched from  VSSC

1990: Establishment of Technopark ɀ 
ϥndiaɅs first  IT Park (July 28, 1990) 2024: Establishment of Vizhinjam 

International Seaport

2020: Establishment 
of Digital University 
of Kerala

2024

2024: Airport 
expansion

2017: City corporation 
selected for Smart City Project

2002: Establishment of 
KIMS Hospital

1951: Establishment of 
Government Medical College

1988 ɀ Establishment of Centre for 
Development of Imaging Technology (CDIT)

1973 ɀ Establishment of  Kerala State 
Electronic Development Corporation
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Source: Primary Research

A  C i t y  w i t h  U n e x p l o r e d  P o t e n t i a l

Heritage & CultureDiverse Landscape Tourism EventsIT Ecosystem

Thiruvananthapuram, a hidden gem where the fusion of natural beauty, cultural heritage, and a thriving IT industry creates 
unparalleled opportunities for growth and innovation. ɉ

Ɉ
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Source: Primary Research

H e r i t a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e

Crats

Heritage

Manuscript Craft

Cultural Dance

Craft Music

Architecture
The city is home to a prominent pilgrimage 

center and  WorldɅs Richest Temple, 

Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple.

Ɉ

Thiruvananthapuram is renowned for fostering crafts, 
music and art. ɉ

Ɉ
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Source: Primary Research

D i v e r s e  L a n d s c a p e

The city is blessed with a Distinctive Landscape Blend , ranging from beaches, lakes, forests to Western 

Ghats ranges, providing a Holistic Experience. ɉ
Ɉ

Black Sand Beach

Ranges Cliff Lake

Beach

Wildlife Sanctuary

Thiruvananthapuram 
boasts forest trails and 
wildlife sanctuaries for 
adventure enthusiasts. ɉ

Ɉ
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Source: Primary Research

T o u r i s m

Religious Tourism

Business Tourism

Festivals Leisure Tourism

Medical Tourism Heritage Tourism

Thiruvananthapuram offers an encompassing 
experience with a range of tourists, rendering 

it one of the top visited cities. ɉ

Ɉ

The city is a Top Destination for domestic and 

foreign tourists for Religious and Medical Tourism. ɉ
Ɉ
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Source: Primary Research

E v e n t s

The city provides an Immersive Experience by anchoring programs 

pertaining to the art of music, dance and crafts on National and International levels. ɉ
Ɉ

The companies in Thiruvananthapuram 

organise various Upskill Programs 
and Competitions for students and 

prospective employees. ɉ

Ɉ

Soorya Festival

Manaveeyam Veedhi: 
The Cultural Street

Candlelight Event
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City Milestones: Legacy & Vision

Section 2.2



Final Report

Colliers 15

Source: ISRO, Govt of Kerala, State Central Library, Shanghai Award, Guinness World Records

A c h i e v e m e n t s  ɀ S c i e n c e ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  H e a l t h c a r e  &  C u l t u r e

India's spaceward odyssey began on November 21, 1963, with the launch of the US Nike 
Apache sounding rocket from  Thumba, near Thiruvananthapuram . The rocket was taken 
to the launch site on a bullock cart.

Education and Innovation

ÅϥϥST: AsiaɅs first Space University
ÅDuK - ϥndiaɅs first Digital University
Å  ϥndiaɅs first Digital Science Park

ÅCET - First Engineering College in Kerala

Scientific Milestones

ÅThumba: ϥndiaɅs first sounding rocket launch
ÅKeralaɅs first  astronomical observatory : 

Trivandrum Observatory

Public Infrastructure

ÅState Central Library: ϥndiaɅs first public 
library

ÅTechnopark: ϥndiaɅs first ϥT park

Healthcare Leadership

ÅRCC: AsiaɅs leading cancer center
ÅSCTϥMST: ϥndiaɅs first artificial heart valve
ÅKeralaɅs first Govt Medical College
ÅKIMS - ϥndiaɅs first NABH + ACHSϥ 

accredited hospital

Cultural Distinction

Å  Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple: a 
prominent pilgrimage center and 

richest temple 
ÅAttukal  Pongala: Largest women 

gathering (Guinness Record)

Sustainable Recognition

Å  UN Shanghai Global Award for 
Sustainable Development



Final Report

Colliers 16

Source: RCC, SCTIMST, Dept of Science & Technology, The Medical College, KIMS Health, Technopark, Vizhinjam 
Seaport

S t r a t e g i c  A c h i e v e m e n t s   ɀ I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  E c o n o m y  &  C o n n e c t i v i t y

Technology & Talent

ÅState Capital & Technology Hub contributing 
55% of KeralaɅs software exports

Å  550+ tech companies, 20+ GCCs
Å  ~55,000 employed in tech sector, ~20,000 

graduates annually

Port Infrastructure

Å  Vizhinjam ϥnternational Seaport: ϥndiaɅs 
first deepwater transshipment port (20m 

draft)

Air Connectivity

Å23 international routes across 11 
countries via Trivandrum International 

Airport

Cost Advantage

Å25% lower cost of living than Tier -1 
cities

ÅLower office rentals & operational costs

Vizhinjam International  Seaport is a significant milestone is he history of 
Thiruvananthapuram . The seaport is a mere 10 nautical  miles away form  the 
international  ship route. The location provides a natural  deep draft  which is essential for  a 
deepwater transshipment  port .
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City Overview

Section 2.3


